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Allen Edwards Curriculum 

    
 

Curriculum Statement 

The curriculum at Allen Edwards incorporates the statutory requirements of the new National Curriculum 
2014 and other experiences and opportunities which best meet the learning and developmental needs of 
the pupils in our school.  

The aim of our curriculum is for pupils to have the requisite skills to be successful, independent and 
motivated learners in readiness for their next stage of education. 

Our curriculum has been carefully considered to ensure broad and balanced opportunities for all children 
to develop and learn. As a staff, we have worked together to design a programme that promotes high levels 
of challenge and achievement and ensures pupils are well prepared for each key stage, including 
secondary education, and for adult life in modern Britain. 
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At the centre of our curriculum are five key drivers, which together form a whole school vision and reflect 
the unique character and locality of our school. These drivers give children the skills and strategies 
necessary to be lifelong learners and successful adults. 
  

 Community: At Allen Edwards, we value being part of a diverse and stimulating community and actively 
seek opportunities to reflect this in our curriculum. We believe it is essential to work together as we learn, 
inviting parents and carers to take an active role in the education of their children.  

  

 Collaboration: Learning to work effectively with others is a vital life skill, and a key focus of our 
curriculum. Work at Allen Edwards is devised to allow a range of paired, group and whole class activities, 
to ensure children learn how to cooperate, negotiate, share and empathise with their fellow learners.  

  

 Communication: Effective language skills are essential for children to access the curriculum and central 
to their social, emotional and intellectual development. We provide opportunities throughout the 
curriculum for children to develop these skills, gaining the confidence to communicate effectively with 
their peers and adults. The ability to ask and answer questions is a vital skill for provoking and shaping 
new thinking and ensuring progression. 

  

 Possibilities: At Allen Edwards, we have high expectations of all our pupils and encourage them to 
always strive to do their best and excel in their learning. Alongside key skills, our curriculum allows pupils 
to develop imaginative and creative thinking, strategies for problem solving and values that they will take 
with them into the wider context of real life. 

  

 Resourcefulness: Our curriculum is designed to evolve and change as the world does around us. 
Actively encouraging resourcefulness means pupils are encouraged to take responsibility for their own 
learning journey, to seek new ways to approach problems and activities and to regularly review and 
reflect upon their work and achievements.  

         
In addition to these drivers, we have a core focus on pupil’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development (SMSC) that is embedded in all areas of the curriculum. A positive school ethos which 
emphasises effort and achievement encourages pupils to respect themselves and others, develop a 
strong sense of self-esteem and become confident individuals who can flourish and thrive.  
  
Each term, the curriculum is underpinned by a theme, specific to each year group. At the beginning of 
each theme there is a launch day. This provides a stimulus for the theme and provides pupils and parents 
with a way to fully engage in the theme. There is a knowledge harvest at the beginning of the theme 
where the teachers find out what the pupils already know and also provides an assessment tool at the 
end of the theme when this is re-visited and the children add the knowledge or skills they have gained 
throughout the theme. An enrichment activity is planned during the theme and this often forms a visit or 
trip linked to the theme or a visitor or workshop delivered in school. At the end of each full term, the pupils 
share and celebrate their work with their parents. They present their work in a variety of ways. For 
example, through verbal or written presentations, drama or mini-plays, dressing and acting in role. 
  
 
Although there is a clear structure to the themes and programmes of study we follow, there is also room 
to provide teachers and pupils a chance to reflect on the work and bring in their own ideas, taking 
ownership of the learning. We are proud of our dynamic and exciting curriculum which supports our 
mission to provide a safe, stimulating and secure environment for learning and offer our pupils a positive 
academic start in life. 
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The Curriculum in detail 

 
The context of the school drives the priorities within our curriculum and the design of the curriculum. 

Children enter Nursery and Reception with very low starting points. The Early Years curriculum reflects 

the need for a strong focus on Personal, Social and Emotional Education and the development of 

Communication and Language Skills. Adult interactions and modelling of language are key to the children 

developing effective communication and language skills enabling them to progress within the Early Years 

curriculum and be prepared for their transition onto Year 1. The school has a dedicated specialist 

teaching assistant who delivers bespoke interventions for pupils in communication and language within 

Early Years, working alongside speech and language therapists. The setting is informal with children 

having free-flow provision with opportunities to utilise the indoor and outdoor environment equally. Short 

focused carpet sessions of English, Maths and Phonics take place throughout the day with follow-up 

independent or focused activities led by adults. There is a balance of adult led and child-initiated activities 

which reflect the needs of the cohort and the child. An outdoor garden area has been developed over the 

last few years and children have regular opportunities to access provision here. Engagement in the 

natural environment is an important element of our Early Years provision, as it gives opportunities for 

pupils to interact with nature in an environment that they do not have much access to as well as building 

opportunities for purposeful play, interaction with peers, modelling and use of subject specific vocabulary.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Natural Garden Area  

 

There is a strong transition from Early Years to Year 1, which follows the school’s transition policy. During 

Year 1, children are given the opportunity to develop independence that characterises good Early Years 

practice, motivates and challenges them. There are opportunities for children to learn both indoors and 

outdoors. The characteristics of effective learning and the enabling environment play a crucial role in the 

Year 1 curriculum, particularly for those children who had not achieved a Good Level of Development 

(GLD) upon leaving Reception. Assessment in the Autumn Term for those pupils is used against the 

Early Years Assessment criteria to ensure that pupils have achieved a Good Level of Development by 

the end of the Autumn Term. As the terms progresses, the outdoor learning environment is used for more 

focused adult led activities in English and Maths.  

Year 1 Transition 
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By the Spring Term, the Year 1 curriculum becomes more aligned with the rest of the school and the 

curriculum design follows a similar approach. With English and Maths at the core of the curriculum, the 

school adopts a thematic approach, which makes meaningful links between subject areas.  

Reading, Writing and Maths 

The focus on Reading, Writing and Maths is reflected within the proportion of time dedicated to these 

areas within the weekly timetable. Each term, there is a core text in which Reading and Writing lessons 

hook onto. Where possible, these age-appropriate core texts link directly to the theme for that term to 

make Reading and Writing a cross-curricular approach and therefore is supported by other aspects of the 

curriculum. In other cases, high-quality, engaging texts are selected to underpin the Reading and Writing 

for the term. Daily English lessons are taught throughout the school. Although Reading and Spelling, 

Punctuation and Grammar are embedded within English sessions, the school has specific sessions from 

Year 2-6 which teach skills of Reading and SPAG.  Reading for pleasure is timetabled as a weekly 

session as well as a ‘Reading Café’ in which parents are invited to share books and read stories with 

their children. All Year 6 pupils have a kindle, which has increased engagement and reading for pleasure. 

Daily Maths lessons are taught throughout the school. In addition, there are arithmetic and times table 

sessions timetabled from Year 2-6 and in Year 1 a number bond session to improve their number work. 

Pupils are encouraged to learn number bond facts in KS1 and times table facts in KS2 through the school 

award system of Pre-Bronze, Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum Awards which are celebrated in weekly 

achievement assemblies. 

Reading for Pleasure Sessions 

      

Reading for pleasure is a time for children to choose a book which they would like to read and share with 

their peers or parents/ carers. These are weekly timetabled slots to raise the profile of Reading across 

the school and with our parent community.   

Science  

Science is taught, where secure links can be made, as a cross curricular subject unless it does not link to 

the theme and then it is taught as a stand-alone subject. We use a variety of resources to support our 

teaching of Science, including SNAP Science, ASE, Explorify, STEM and Marvin and Milo.  

As one of the three core subjects of the National Curriculum, Science is a highly valued subject at Allen 
Edwards. Science stimulates and excites pupils’ curiosity about phenomena and events in the world 
around them.  At our school, we strive to contextualise the children’s learning in Science, so that they are 
encouraged to understand and relate what they are learning in class to their real lives in order to give 
them a better understanding of the world. 

At Allen Edwards, we believe scientific enquiry is at the heart of Science teaching. Through this, we aim 
to encourage the natural curiosity that children have about themselves and their surroundings. We 
provide children with the opportunity to develop their own questions and to consider ways of finding out 
answers, fostering problem solving skills, ownership over their own learning and ultimately a better 
understanding of scientific concepts.  They are encouraged to observe, raise questions, make 
predictions, experiment and record their findings.  This includes developing the ability to examine things 
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systematically, to select and sort information, to understand the features of a fair test and to be able to 
collect and consider evidence. 

Science is taught weekly throughout the school through a variety of topics according to the objectives laid 
out in the National Curriculum (e.g. Materials, Keeping Healthy, Forces, Electricity, The Earth and 
Beyond).  Work is planned and tailored to each class’ needs using a range of resources.  Lesson 
activities include, amongst other things, practical investigations, observations, exploring the outdoor 
environment, recording and analysing results and the use of role play and drama to explore concepts. 

Year 3 Pupil: “I like Science because it is fun to experiment. This term we have investigated 

different types of rocks. In light and dark, we used torches and mirrors to explore how to 

make shadows.” 

Theme 

Children are taught History, Geography, Art and Design Technology through a thematic approach. Where 

possible, meaningful links are made across other curriculum areas and a core text complements the 

learning around the theme. Computing is taught through a thematic approach where possible.  

Launch Days 

Within each theme, an exciting launch day provides engagement and stimulus with opportunities for Art, 

Drama, story telling, creative thinking and problem solving. Alongside each launch day, there is a writing 

focus to allow children many opportunities to write across the curriculum.  
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Year 3 pupils talked positively about their launch day of the Vikings and described a number of activities 

that they completed on the day.  

As survivors of the Pompeii volcano eruption, we wrote letters as government advisors to the 

citizens of Pompeii asking them to evacuate the area. Next, we had a lot of fun re-enacting 

the eruption using mentos and coke and role played how people would have reacted to this 

horrific natural disaster. We talked about how people would be feeling and what would have 

happened immediately after the eruption.  

Enrichment 

Within each theme, an enrichment activity is planned for, which often takes the form of a trip or visitor 

linked to the theme and allows pupils the opportunity to have real life experiences linked to their theme. 

       

Celebration Afternoons for Parents 

Once per long term, the school holds a celebration afternoon in which parents can come to see the work 

the children have been creating and allows pupils the opportunity to present their learning to a different 

audience through a variety of means. The children create mini presentations and workshops for parents 

and peers to learn key knowledge and skills relating to the theme they have been focusing on.  
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Mastery/Depth of the curriculum  

Pupils working at ‘mastery level’ are able to apply the concepts they have learnt in lessons to real-life 

contexts and across other curriculum areas. Teachers plan differentiated questions so that pupils can 

answer and demonstrate their deeper understanding throughout lessons. This formative assessment is 

used by teachers when assessing if pupils have achieved greater depth in the curriculum. Differentiated 

tasks, which allow pupils to work collaboratively to support each other and apply investigative and enquiry 

based approaches, are particularly effective in Maths and Science. In Writing, pupils will be able to 

demonstrate skills they have learnt in English across a wide range of contexts and curriculum areas and 

in Reading will be able to read more challenging texts and use the skills taught in Reading sessions to 

real-life examples and across a variety of curriculum areas.  

 

From the Spring Term, we focus on developing further opportunities for all pupils to develop these skills, 

particularly in Writing, Reading, Maths and Science. Within Writing sessions, children moving towards 

mastery will have a differentiated success criteria to ensure writing is purposeful, meeting the needs of 

the reader and inclusive of a wide variety of writing techniques. Through Reading, more challenging 

questioning is used as well as a focus on the children finding evidence within the text to support their 

inference, deduction and reasoning. Investigative Maths sessions, within Maths lessons, across the 

school on a weekly basis enhance these skills further and ensure opportunities to work at a mastery level 

are embedded weekly. In Science, open ended investigations in which pupils have to plan and carry out 

full investigations will further support pupils who have the potential to achieve mastery level in Science. 

Opportunities for this will be on a half-termly basis.  

When assessing pupils at a mastery level, there is an expectation that teachers will have to provide a 

range of formative and summative assessments to demonstrate that pupils are working at a mastery 

level. 
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Specialist Subjects 

To ensure our pupils receive further enrichment opportunities as part of their daily curriculum, the school 

uses specialist staff to teach Physical Education and Music. 

Physical Education 

The school employs two full time coaches to deliver high quality PE sessions and wider curriculum 

opportunities to pupils from Early Years to Year 6. Nursery and Reception pupils work with the coaches in 

small groups to develop their gross motor skills in line with the Early Years curriculum.  

From Year 1-6, pupils receive 2 hours of high quality PE sessions within the curriculum. Year groups are 

taught together, which means that classes can compete or be streamed according to the need. There are 

at least two opportunities per term for identified pupils to participate in inter-school competitions which 

range from basketball, cricket, gymnastics, football and many more. 

In addition, identified pupils receive additional PE sessions throughout the year. This ranges from more 

able pupils to pupils who have been identified as needing additional support in physical activity and 

SEND pupils who require as part of their Speical Educational Needs provision the development of gross 

motor skills.  

There are daily after-school physical activities led by the coaches which pupils are able to sign up for 

from Year 1-6. In addition, the after-school club provision we provide also offers daily, coach-led physical 

activities to allow for all children to take part in the variety of sports we offer.  

During lunch and break times, the specialist PE coaches lead playground sporting activities, which offer 

another opportunity for the children to be physically active as well as competitive within sports.  

Year 6 Pupil: “The coaches help us achieve the best skills we can across a range of different 

sporting activities.” 

 

 

Music 

In KS1 and KS2, the school works with Lambeth Music Service to teach music across the school. This 

includes learning how to play the recorder, djembe, violin and cello as well as refining their ability to 

control their singing voices.  
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Progression and Coverage  

The curriculum is designed to develop and ensure appropriate progression of knowledge and skills at 

each stage of a child’s journey through school. Teachers and leaders ensure coverage through their 

monitoring systems and annual evaluations of the curriculum which are completed by all staff across the 

school.  

RE 

The school uses the agreed Lambeth Syllabus for RE, The Lambeth SACRE. Children are taught about 

the key religions. Key religious celebrations are taught during assembles and work from pupils is shared 

and celebrated. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural and Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship Education 

      

 

SMSC underpins our curriculum and we have a dedicated Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship 

Education session on our weekly timetable. Our Jigsaw Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship Education 

curriculum brings together Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship education with emotional literacy, social 

skills and spiritual development. The curriculum aims to help children know and value who they really are 

and how they relate to other people in this ever-changing world. In addition, the school has developed a 

SRE and Drugs Education scheme of work, which are taught across the school during the summer term.  

The school is a Bronze Healthy School and a Silver Rights Respecting School. We are currently working 

towards the Gold Rights Respecting Award. The steering group for Rights Respecting promote the Rights 

education throughout the school.   

In the Autumn term, we have school council elections to allow the children the democractic vote to 

choose their class representatives. These school council class representatives meet twice termly to 

organise key school events. The school council children have weekly discussions with what their class 

are happy with and feed back in these positives and areas for development in the school council 

meetings. In addition to this, these school council representatives organise charity events throughout the 

year.  

Preparing pupils for the next stage in their education is integral to our curriculum. KS2 pupils, from Year 

4-6, are part of the INTO University programme, which are programmes delivered to young people to 

develop aspirations. For the last two years, the school has had an aspiration week using people within 

the local community and parents to talk about their jobs and careers and ensuring children have 

opportunities to think about their goals in later life.  

In addition to this, we have developed links with the Unicorn Theatre and each class had the opportunity 

to visit the theatre to supplement their learning at least once last year. This year, we have been selected 

as their Collaborate School, which means this partnership will be further solidified and developed through 

workshops, productions and teaching professional development. The children speak very enthuastically 

about their experiences with the Unicorn Theatre and achieve well in the learning that it linked to it.  
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Parent and Pupil Opportunities to engage with the curriculum 

Throughout each year, we provide a calendar of opportunities for parents and pupils to engage with the 

curriculum. These include Black History celebration afternoon, an art exhibition, Science Opens Doors 

Evening, British Science Week workshops and a music concert.  

 


